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A Letter to a European Peer — From Independence to Freedom

Dear Friend,

Although Georgia is a small country in size, it is vast in history and spirit. Its sons and daughters are
commemorated far beyond its borders for their courage and sacrifice. The Georgian people have consistently
demonstrated unyielding determination in defending their homeland’s sovereignty. Despite persistent efforts by
neighboring powers to suppress our identity, we have never surrendered. Time and again, we have laid down
our lives to shield our country from those who sought to extinguish its independence.

In Georgia, every historical date carries a profound meaning, and every chapter of our past is marked by the
valor of our heroes. We have faced invasion, occupation, and isolation. Yet we have never bowed our heads.
Guided by an unwavering will, we followed the arduous path toward freedom. Our fields have been drenched in
the blood of generations who stood for liberty, but even through the darkest days, we never lost sight of our
ultimate goal—to be a free nation. And we pursued this goal relentlessly.

Today, living in an independent Georgia might seem natural, even effortless. But the journey here was marked
by unimaginable hardship and sacrifice. It was precisely these trials that forged a unified national identity. Our
people rose as one, resilient in the face of destruction. While foreign powers attempted to erase our culture,
language, and values, we refused to vanish quietly into history. Though our voices were stifled, our thoughts
censored, and our hopes attacked from all sides, we held on. Promised assistance often never arrived, and still,
we stood alone with dignity.

Nevertheless, on May 26, 1918, the National Council of Georgia proclaimed the “Act of Independence,”
establishing the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Unfortunately, this hard-won freedom lasted a mere three
years. On February 25, 1921, the Red Army invaded, and our sovereignty was once again stripped away. That
day remains one of the darkest in Georgian history. In response, poet Kolau Nadiradze described the fall of
Thilisi as the descent of a black shroud over the city—a day when silence and sorrow reigned, and countless
young lives were lost in defiance.

The ambitions of our powerful neighbor remained unchanged. They viewed Georgia not as a partner, but as a
possession. They outlawed our language, sought to assimilate our culture, and attempted to replace our national
identity. Yet despite these efforts, we never relinquished our internal sense of freedom. Even in captivity, we
nurtured our spirit. We are a people born to be free, and we never ceased to strive for that birthright.

At last, on April 9, 1991, Georgia restored its independence. This victory was not the work of a single group, but
the result of collective national effort. Writers, intellectuals, and artists played a crucial role in awakening
public consciousness. Through literature and art, they reminded people that living in comfort under foreign

domination was nothing but an illusion. Their works rekindled national pride and reinforced our alignment



with European ideals. We aspired to become part of a democratic community, where every individual’s rights
and freedoms would be upheld.

Today, Georgia remains an independent state, but not without challenges. A part of our territory remains
occupied by a neighboring country that continues to undermine our sovereignty. The wounds are still fresh, and
our struggle is ongoing.

Each year, we commemorate May 26 as Independence Day—a date etched into the heart of every Georgian. It
symbolizes the blood, resilience, and faith of those who came before us. It is not merely a celebration; it is a
solemn reminder of our responsibility. My generation is fully prepared to defend our homeland and its future.
After all, the blood of our ancestors runs through our veins—heroes who tilled the land with one hand and
defended it with the other. Every Georgian stands ready to fight for freedom, for independence, and for the
dream of a stronger, sovereign nation.

This is the shortest review of the most important dates from the history of Georgia. If you get interested in deep

details I proudly and with great satisfaction will write you more.

Regards from your peer

LikaTsotsonava



